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 In traditional Catholicism, Satan is usually depicted as a red devil with 
evil intentions. This strange character tempts and scares us so that we will 
fall into sin. While our understanding of Satan has thankfully evolved and 
matured in recent theology, one aspect of traditional Catholicism regarding 
Satan that is still accurate is that Satan is ‘the father of lies.’ 
 

Our scripture readings this weekend focus on dishonesty, which is the 
work of Satan. Whether it is 'fixing our scales for cheating’ against the poor 
as the book of Amos said, not speaking the truth but lying as St. Paul said, or 
being untrustworthy even in small matters as Jesus said, dishonesty is a 
serious moral issue. Dishonesty has a negative impact on all our 
relationships. It can ruin friendships, end marriages, divide communities, and 
perpetuate systemic injustices. The worst form of dishonesty, however, is 
being dishonest with ourselves. 
 
 Being dishonest with ourselves is the most damaging form of 
dishonesty because it prevents us from recognizing our own flaws. Even 
though other people see them, we will refuse to see them for ourselves. 
This is so damaging because no one can force us to acknowledge our flaws 
or work through them. It is only something we can do for ourselves. Until 
we honestly recognize them within us, the journey of conversion, growth, 
and transformation will be indefinitely postponed. Most likely, we will keep 
blaming other people for our own problems and never accept that the lie is 
within. That is the greatest deception! 
 
 For those familiar with the 12-step program originally designed for 
people struggling with an alcohol addiction, but now extended to support 



groups for all kinds of addictions, you know the importance of the steps 
towards recovery, especially step 4. Step 4 is ‘made a searching and fearless 
moral inventory of ourselves.’ This honest step is very difficult and painful. It 
brings up some things that we would rather downplay, ignore, or rationalize 
away. By going through it, though, the addict gradually overcomes their self-
deception. Once they are honest with themselves, they are ready to move 
on to the next steps towards healing and recovery. 
 
 While there are many factors that may make us dishonest with 
ourselves, one particular factor can be found in the last line of today’s 
Gospel, where Jesus says, “you cannot serve both God and mammon.” 
Mammon is another name for money. In a society that makes money an idol, 
we can become so addicted to money that we are willing to compromise 
our inner beliefs and values in order to achieve outer success and wealth. 
Even if it starts with just small matters, as Jesus predicted, we will soon find 
ourselves compromised in larger ones. When this happens, we no longer 
know who we really are or what we want out of life. Our lives become a lie. 
That is why Jesus warns us against trying to serve both God and mammon. 
As Christians, we are always invited to choose God, which is a choice for 
authenticity, integrity, and truthfulness. 
 
 The worst kind of dishonesty is dishonesty about ourselves because it keeps 
us from recovery and transformation. How honest am I about myself? In what 
ways have I lost touch with who I really am in the eyes of God? Even if I am 
not in a 12-step program, have I made a searching and fearless moral 
inventory of myself? What other addictions, besides money, lead me into 
self-deception? 
 
 As we continue with this mass, let us renounce Satan, the father of 
lies. May we be honest with ourselves in very small matters so that God 
would trust us with larger matters. 


